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Ethnobotanical Fark - Fanque [tnobotanicomora
trh&s?g€seg E*sas*s Cambiando lentes

his is an entirely different world, said
Gabriela Salazar, a university student

from Mexico, as she gazed at a moss

cushion through a large magnifying
glass. She moved the lens up the trunk of the
leaning Coihue tree (Nothofaugs betuloides),
pointing out d jfferent species of moss - some
with pointy heads that look like tall pine trees,
others that looked like flowers, and still more
that looked like tiny ferns. 'l understand now
why this is called a mlniature forest.'

Nestled among Nirre forests near puerto

Williams, Chile, the Omora Ethnobotanical
Park at the southernmost end of the South
American continent, teaches visitors about
the complex world of tiny plants, and a whole
lot more.

Originally founded in 2000, by the Chilean
environmental philosopher Ricardo Rozzi and
his wife, ethnobotanist Francisca Massardo,
this private parkof approximately 1,000 hect-
ares (2, 471 aues) was leased to the Omora
Foundation and University of Magallanes by

Chile's national property ministry for 25 years.

The collaborative effort also involves the Sub-
Antarctic Biocultural Diversity Program, the
lnstitute of Ecology and Biodiversity, CONCyI,
North Texas University, and Lakutaia Lodge in
Puerto Williams.

The park offers programs that deftly com-
bine academic disciplines such as ornithology
and invertebrate ecology with eco-tourism,
giving tourists the opportunity to learn direcfly
from scientists conducting research at the park.

A Iandscape in miniature
Back in 2OO1 , a year after the park was
founded, a team of international bryologists
(scientists who study mosses) came to the
park to study the diversity of its tiny plants.

The bryologists found that Navarino lsland,

and the surrounding Cape Horn archipelago,
is a global hotspot for bryophyte diversity. ln

other words, this region is consldered to have

among the highest diversity of mosses, liver-
worts and hornworts in the world. More than

five percent of the planet's species of these
plants are found in less than 0.01 percent of
the world's landmass, and many are found
nowhere else.

But what's the big deal about these tiny
plants? Mosses and lichens provide essential
nutrients to the forests, and they also store
waterfor use by other plants during dry periods,

literally changing the climate nearthe ground.

But many visitors will tell you that there's
something even more compelling, something

that visjtors have a difficult time explaining

and quantifying. When you talk with them, you

start getting the feeling that there's something

almost magical about this tiny world.
'When you take a magnifying hand lens

and start looking at these beds of mosses
and liverworts, your eyes start opening up
to a world that is usually overlooked, a really

delicate, elegant, beautiful world, says Kelli

Moses, a graduate student studying ecotourism

at the University of Texas and administrator
of ecotourism at the park. And when folks
leave, they give us back the big hand lens, but
they keep that way of seeing forever - they
start noticing that tiny world around them
everywhere they go.'

There is a trail for visitors to learn the in-

digenous Vaghan stories about birds, plants,

and insects; and after you hear the stories,
you start seeing the trees, the birds, and plants

through the lens of the Yaghan culture. Another
trail gives visitors hands-on experience learn-
ing about the underwater inhabitants of the
Robalo River and how they clean the water for
the nearby town of Puerto Williams. And the
Minlature Forests trail gives tourists a chance
to experience the world of the spectacularly

diverse tiny plants- on one tree there are over
50 species of moss.

An old abandoned ranch, now a private
park, the Omora park is giving people a trans-
formative educational experience that changes
the way they perceive the world. E[
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ste es un mundo totaim€nie diferente",

dice Gabriela Salazar, una estudiante

J,rivetSilAr,a de Nlex;Co al niitar ur
cojin de mLrsgos a trav*s de una iupa.

Movi6 el cri$tal sulliendo por el troilco de un

coihue (Nothofagus betuloides) senalando

diversas especies de musgos -algunos con

cahelas puntiagudas parecidos a los pinos,

ol!OS Slrf :rar'C\ a fl6'6r y Ut'oS qLe isen,ejan
pequ*fros helechos-. "Ahora entiendo porque

a esto le llanran un ilosque en miniatura".

Srlr,aL,O d,lL/e il05q'Jeq de ii,rres CprCanOS

a Puerto 
"llilliams, 

Chile, el Parcue Etnobo

i6nicc Oh,4ORA, en ei rincnn miis austral de

Sudam*rica. ensefla a ios visiiantes acerca del

complejo mundo de leis pequeflas "lllantas",

y tambien muchas 0tras cOsas.

Oiiginaimente fundado e n el ano 2000 pcr

el filosofo medioambiental Rrcardc Rozzi y su

esposa, ia etnohotAnica i:rancisca lvlassardo,

este parque de aprox. 1 000 hectiireas iue

arrendado a la Fundacion Omora y ia Uni-

versidad de Magallanes por el ltilinisterio de

Bienes Nacionales de Chiie por 25 arios, Una

colaboracir:n que tamhidn iilclu}rs s1 Progratra

de Conservacian Biocultural Sui:antdrtica, el

lns'Liiuto de Ecclogia y Biodiversidad, CONY-

CIl, la tiniversidad de Nnflh Texas y el icdge

LakLrLaia de Pue,io Wil'iarls
El parque o{rece programas que comilinan

de interesante manera discipiinas academicas

como ia ornitologia y e i estudio de los inver-

tehrados acudticos, con el ecoturismo, dando

a los invitados la oportunidad de aprender

directamente con los cienfifico$ que realiran

investigaci6n en 0M0RA.

Un paisaje en rniniatura
Durairte ei 2001 , un afro despruds de la fun-

dacidn ciel parque, Lrn el:luipo internacional de

bridiogos -cientific0s que estlidian las briofitas

como ios musgos y piantas hepaticas- visiiaron

el lugar para i,nvestrgar acerca de la diversidad

rje estas peqLrefras esp"teci*s, Eli*s descubri*ron

qire la isla de l\avarino y ei cercan* archipi6-

iago rlel Cabo de Hr:rnos, conforman un hot

spot rruridial er la diversidad de bridfiias. Fn

otras paiabras, esta region posee una de las

mayores diversidades de mus0os, helliiticas
y antocerotes eri el mundo, Ha5, ip5u O*, UO

de estas *species existentes en el planeia en

menos del 0.01 % de la superficie ierrestre. De

las cuales niuchas son enddmicas, vale decir

no se encuentran *n ning[1n otra lado.

lFero qu6 es lo interesante de esta diminuta

vegetacidn? Los musgos y ios liquenes proveen

al bosque de nutrientes esenciales y tambidn

aimacenan aglra para otras irlantas, usada en

periodos de seqLr[a, canrbiailcio, iiteralmente, el

clinra cerca dei sue lo, Pero nruchos visitantes

rlirAn que hay algo inc!uso mds interesante, alEo

que les cue$ta explicar y cuantificar. Cuando

halrias con ellns, tienes la sensacion de que hay

algo casi rnaslco acerca de este pequeiio mundo.

"Cuando tomas una lupa y empiezas a mrrar

estcs colchones de musgos y hepetlcas, tus ojos

empiezan aabn!-sea un mundo alue Lrsuaimente no

ves, un hermoso mundo muydelicadoyelegante"

dice Kelli lVloses, una estudiante de ecoturislro

de la universidad de NodhTexas y administraaiora

eiel drea de ecoturismo en el parque. "Y cuando

la gente se va, nos de'ruelven las lupas, pero se

llevan para siernpre con eilos esta ruranera de ver

Empiezan a notar ese pequeno mundo qire los

rorlea, donde quiera que vayan."

llay un sendero para visitantes. donde

pueden aprender las historias yaganes sobre

las aves, plantas e insectos; despuds de cue

oyes esas narraciones orales, ccmienzas a

observar las arres, las plantas y los insectos

a travds de los lentes de la cuitura Yag6n.

Otro sendero da ia oportunidad de tener una

experiencia en pi-imera persona sohre los

habitantes submarinos del rio Rohalo,1, sohre

como eilos limpian el agua de PuertoWilliams.

Finalniente estii el sendero de los Bcsques en

Miniatura, opofiunidad para los turistas de

experirnentar el mundo de las irrcreiblemente

diversas pequenas plantas: en un 6rbol puede

haber nrds de 50 especies de musgos.

El Parqlre Etnobotiinico OMORA era un

antiguo campo ai:andonado y ahora un par-

que privado que estii entregando a la gente

una experiencia educacional trans{orrnadora

que canrhia ia forr-i:a en que ellos perciben ei

mundo alt'#s8ssj# N*II I). ED
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